MODULE 2: OIL, CONFLICTS AND ECONOMICS
Chapters 21, 22, 23
Introduction: In this module, you will be introduced to the major oil-producing areas of the world.  This module will center its attention on Southwest Asia where some 40% of the earth’s oil is located. That is a significant amount of a finite resource in a small area. Although the benefits of oil are numerous, oil has produced the money for modern weapons, and increased religious and racial hatred.  It is apparent that the entire world (which runs on oil) has a vested interest in keeping the area politically and socially stable. Although these worldly events may seem far away and inapplicable to you just remember the following sequence: (my apologies to the English Department), the day has finally arrived for you to get your driver's license.  You take the test and pass, great! The next day you ask your parents if you can take the car to go get something to eat and they say yes! You jump into the car enjoying your new found freedom, put the key in the ignition, turn the key and the car roars to life. This is so cool! But you look at the fuel gauge and your heart sinks. You need fuel. You quickly remember that your parents have given you a gas card, great, nothing is going to stop you from going to get something to eat with your friends. You quickly pull into the local gas station, pull up to the self-service pump, exit your vehicle in anticipation of buying your first tank of gas and stop dead in your tracks. On the pump is a sign that simply states, “OUT OF GAS”. In fact, all of the pumps have the same sign! 

You quickly reenter the car thinking of the next closest station and start in that direction. Before you even get to within one block of the station you notice cars are stopped in line to enter the station. You pull into line and afraid that you will run out of gas, you turn off the car. You call your parents to tell them what is happening so they won’t be mad. After an hour in line you have slowly inched your way to within 5 cars of entering the station. Suddenly, there appears a station attendant going from car to car explaining that they are out of gas. Realizing getting gas today is a lost cause, you turn on the ignition. The car simply does not start. You too are out of gas.


Can’t happen in America you say. One of your assignments for this module will be to interview a person that was driving in America during the late 1970’s and experienced a difficulty such as the one described above. It has happened in America’s past and there is no guarantee it will NOT happen again. 


The United States has continued a presence in Southwest Asia since 1948 by stationing warships off of the coast. On call to the US Task Force Middle East (which is tasked to keep oil from the area flowing) is a carrier battle group and an amphibious ready group known as a PHIBRON. Each of the major maritime powers maintains a naval presence there as well, as do the regional powers of India, Pakistan, and Iran. As you know, Desert Storm was a world-wide effort to bring stabilization into the region after Iraq invaded Kuwait to grab the rich oil fields of that small country. Iraqi Freedom was seen by some as a continuation of Desert Storm. The area is now rocked by strife, turmoil, religious and ethnic bigotry and hatred. We are going to try to find out why. 
Background Reading: Introduction and text, chapters 21, 22, 23. 

SOUTHWEST ASIA: CHAPTERS 21, 22, 23
Chapter 21 Section 1

Terms: Golan Heights, wadi, Tigris River, Euphrates River, Jordan River, Dead Sea.

1. What are two of the major peninsulas in Southwest Asia?

2. What river serves as a boundary between Israel and Jordan?

3. Why do so many countries, including the U.S., depend on Southwest Asia?

4. What is another vital resource in much of Southwest Asia?

5. How might the area around the Dead Sea contribute to the region’s economy?

Section 2

Terms: Rub al-Khali, oasis, salt flat.

1. How much precipitation do most areas of Southwest Asia receive annually?

2. What characterizes much of the region’s terrain?

3. What are two types of deserts found in Southwest Asia?

4. What are four of Southwest Asia’s most important sand deserts?

5. How are salt flats formed?

6. What kind of vegetation might one find in the semiarid regions of Southwest Asia?

7. What kind of animals might be found grazing on land in the semiarid zones of Turkey?

8. What U.S. state has a climate similar to Turkey’s?

9. What sorts of crops are suited to a Mediterranean climate?

10. What countries have taken advantage of the agricultural benefits of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers?

Section 3

Terms: drip irrigation, desalinization, fossil water, crude oil, refinery.

1. What is the most critical resource in Southwest Asia?

2. Why might the distribution and use of water in Southwest Asia cause political disputes?

3. What are some modern methods for water development and use?

4. When and why did the demand for petroleum explode?

5. What is the difference between crude oil and refined oil?

6. Why might transporting oil be risky?

Chapter 22

Section 1

Terms: Mecca, Islam, Muhammad, mosque, theocratic, OPEC
1. What is Islam?

2. How did Islam help to unite the region culturally?

3. What type of governments predominated in lands controlled by Muslims?

4. How did World War 1 affect the region?

5. Who rules Saudi Arabia?

6. Why might leaders on the Arabian Peninsula be concerned about changes in the price of oil?

7. When and why was OPEC created?

8. How do changing modes of transportation reflect the rapid modernization taking place on the Arabian Peninsula?

9. How has the demography of Southwest Asia changed since the 1960’s?

10. What spiritual tradition do Muslims observe during the month of Ramadan?

Section 2
Terms: Western Wall, Dome of the Rock, Zionism, Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO)
1. Which three monotheistic religions were founded in Southwest Asia?

2. Why is Jerusalem important to all three groups?

3. What two sites in Jerusalem have prompted clashes between Jews and Muslims?

4. For how long did the Muslim government of the Ottoman Empire rule the Eastern Mediterranean?

5. What nations divided the region after WW I, and what areas did each control?

6. When did these present-day countries come into existence, and which has been the focus of much controversy?

7. What change in the Eastern Mediterranean’s population geography has put a strain on regional economies?

8. What are other obstacles to regional economic development?

9. Why might the economic potential of the subregion’s nations be promising?

10. What kind of food items might you find at an Eastern Mediterranean meal?

11. What cultural group forms the majority of people in the Eastern Mediterranean?

12. What are some of the larger religious groups in Lebanon?

Section 3
Terms: Kurds, Mesopotamia, Sunni, Shi’ite, Taliban
1. What is Mesopotamia?

2. What are the two main branches of Islam?

3. Why are the Kurds considered a stateless nation?

4. Why does Iran have such a large refugee population?

5. How have oil resources fueled clashes over land?

6. Why did the United States take military action against Afghanistan and Iraq?

7. What is the Taliban?

8. What happened to the leaders of Afghanistan and Iraq?

9. Which nations in the Northeast are making progress in modernizing their economies?

10. Why has the European Union been reluctant to accept Turkey as a member?

11. What is a major obstacle to economic reform in most of the region’s nations? 

12. What is an important cultural division in societies in the Northeast?

13. Why have conflicts arisen between fundamentalist Muslim groups and the governments of Turkey, Iran, and Iraq?

Chapter 23

Section 1

Terms: guest workers, stateless nation, Palestinians, West Bank, Gaza Strip

1. Why did so many foreign workers come to Southwest Asia?

2. What kind of positions do guest workers in Southwest Asia fill?

3. What kinds of problems might the use of guest workers cause?

4. What groups in Southwest Asia are stateless nations?

5. What lands did Allies intend for the Kurds after World War I?

6. Who are the Palestinians?

Section 2

Terms: strategic commodity, human resources, 
1. What is a strategic commodity?

2. What portion of the world’s proven oil deposits are located in Southwest Asia?

3. Why is it difficult for Southwest Asian countries to plan how much revenue oil will bring in?

4. What are three ways in which Southwest Asian nations can use oil revenues to promote economic growth?

5. What non-oil resources can nations in the region develop?

6. Why might it be difficult for women to receive an education in some parts of the region?

ASSIGNMENTS FOR MODULE 2
Assignment 1: TOTAL POINT VALUE- 20 - Interview-You are to interview a person that was able to drive and purchase gasoline during the gas shortage of the late 1970’s. Create a matrix with your questions and the responses of the person you interviewed. Your questions should include, but not be limited to the following…
1. What frustrated you most about the shortage?

2. In your opinion, what was the cause of the shortage?

3. In your opinion, can a shortage happen again in America? Why or why not?

	CATEGORY
	5-0

	RUBERIC NEAT AND PROFESSIONALLY DONE
	

	EXHIBITS CREATIVITY
	

	ANSWERS APPLY TO THE QUESTION ASKED
	

	MORE QUESTIONS USED THAN PROVIDED BY INSTRUCTOR
	


Assignment 2: TOTAL POINT VALUE – 15 – MAKING A POSTER OF THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS – Directions: Use the internet to research the Dead Sea Scrolls. Investigate the climatic conditions that allowed the scrolls to survive for so long. Create a poster that illustrates the importance of the discovery. Be creative. You may wish to include pictures of the scrolls, timelines, and translations from the scrolls to list just a few ideas. Use a poster board.
	CATEGORY
	5-0

	CLIMATIC CONDITIONS ADDRESSED
	

	EXHIBITS CREATIVITY
	

	IMPORTANCE OF THE DISCOVERY ADDRESSED
	


Assignment 3: TOTAL POINT VALUE- 20-CROSSWORD PUZZLE- Create a crossword puzzle using all of the terms within chapter 21. Make sure the clues correspond to the correct word in the puzzle. 
	CATEGORY
	5-0

	PUZZLE NEAT AND PROFESSIONALLY DONE
	

	EXHIBITS CREATIVITY
	

	CLUES CORRESPOND TO THE CORRECT WORD IN THE PUZZLE
	

	ALL TERMS IN MODULE USED IN THE PUZZLE
	


Assignment 4: TOTAL POINT VALUE- 20 – CHARTING AND GRAPHING WATER AND POPULATION- Directions:
1. After reading chapter 21, make a short list of 4 countries in Southwest Asia that you think might face the greatest water scarcity problems in the future. Justify your selections. This is your hypothesis. Bring your list and justifications to class the next day. 

2. Next, you will prepare a spreadsheet. Enter the names of the 16 Southwest Asian countries in the left-hand column of your spreadsheet. Leave two blank rows at the top for a title and a header. In the header row, label three columns with these headings: “total annual renewable fresh water,” “population,” and “population growth rate.”

3.  Google “Total annual renewable fresh water available by country.” Enter these figures onto your spreadsheet. 
4. Look at the Regional Data File on pages 484-485 and record in your spreadsheet the population and birthrate for each country.

5. Use the charting or graphing feature to create a bar or column chart that compares countries based on each of the three measurements. 

6. Look at your three charts and see which countries appear to be at the greatest risk for severe water shortages in the future. In a paragraph compare what your hypothesis was and what the data in your charts show. 

	CATEGORY
	5-0

	HYPOTHESIS WAS CREATIVE AND SELECTIONS JUSTIFIED
	

	SPREADSHEET WAS CONSTRUCTED CORRECTLY
	

	GRAPHING WAS CORRECT
	

	CONCLUSION PARAGRAPH ACCURATELY COMPARED HYPOTHESIS WITH DATA
	


Assignment 5: TOTAL POINT VALUE- 25 - CHARTING AND GRAPHING-Using the cartograph on page 501, create your own bar chart or pie chart showing the oil producing countries of the world and comparing total oil reserves of each country. Somewhere on your chart answering the following questions:

1. Which nations have the greatest oil reserves?

2. Which nations on your chart have the least oil reserves?  

3. What is the approximate amount of reserves for the United States?

4. What can you conclude about the importance of foreign oil for the United States?
5. What policy should the United States have for relying on foreign oil for its fuel needs?
You should include an introductory overview about the importance of oil in the world today. You may wish to visit the web for resources. List references to any Web sites used as sources. 
The following rubric will be used for grading this assignment. 

	CATEGORY
	5-0

	EXHIBITS CREATIVITY
	

	DEMONSTRATES APPROPRIATE LEVEL ARTISTIC SKILL
	

	GRAPH IS NEAT AND PROFESSIONALLY DONE
	

	INFORMATION IS PRESENTLY CLEARLY AND LABELED ACCURATELY
	

	QUESTIONS ARE ANSWERED ACCURATELY AND CONCISELY
	


Assignment 6: TOTAL POINT VALUE- 15 – CHARTING AND GRAPHING- Create an illustrated chart showing the types of products that are produced from petroleum. List the web sites you used (at least 3) in creating your chart.

	CATEGORY
	5-0

	EXHIBITS CREATIVITY
	

	AT LEAST 3 WEB SITES WERE USED AND LISTED ON CHART
	

	INFORMATION IS PRESENTLY CLEARLY AND LABELED ACCURATELY
	


Assignment 7: TOTAL POINT VALUE – 15 – CHARTING: Use the internet to research the differences between the branches of Islam. Create a chart that reflects these differences. 
	CATEGORY
	5-0

	EXHIBITS CREATIVITY
	

	AT LEAST 3 WEB SITES WERE USED AND LISTED ON CHART
	

	INFORMATION IS PRESENTLY CLEARLY AND LABELED ACCURATELY
	


Assignment 8: TOTAL POINT VALUE – 20 – CREATE A TIME LINE: Use the internet to research the Iranian Revolution 1978-79. Create a time line that shows important dates and events leading up to, during, and after the Revolution. Where possible, use visuals on your time line. Make sure the time line is large enough to give a brief description of the importance of the events. 

	CATEGORY
	5-0

	EXHIBITS CREATIVITY
	

	AT LEAST 2 WEB SITES WERE USED AND LISTED ON CHART
	

	INFORMATION IS PRESENTLY CLEARLY AND LABELED ACCURATELY
	

	12 TO 15 EVENTS ARE LISTED ON TIME LINE
	


Assignment 9: TOTAL POINT VALUE- 20-CROSSWORD PUZZLE- Create a crossword puzzle using all of the terms within chapter 22. Make sure the clues correspond to the correct word in the puzzle. 

	CATEGORY
	5-0

	PUZZLE NEAT AND PROFESSIONALLY DONE
	

	EXHIBITS CREATIVITY
	

	CLUES CORRESPOND TO THE CORRECT WORD IN THE PUZZLE
	

	ALL TERMS IN MODULE USED IN THE PUZZLE
	


Assignment 10: TOTAL POINT VALUE- 20- OPPOSING VIEWPOINTS BETWEEN PALESTINIANS AND ISRAELIS. Directions: Read pages 532-535 in your text. Summarize the reasons for the conflict over Jerusalem. Create a matrix with both the issues and Palestinian and Israeli viewpoints on those issues. Be prepared to discuss the issues in class. 
	CATEGORY
	5-0

	EXHIBITS CREATIVITY
	

	MATRIX  INCLUDES ALL MAJOR ISSUES FACING SOUTHWEST ASIA TODAY
	

	MATRIX INCLUDES BOTH PALESTINIAN AND ISRAELI VIEWPOINTS ON ALL ISSUES.
	

	STUDENT DISCUSSED HIS/HER VIEWPOINT IN CLASS
	


Assignment 11: TOTAL POINT VALUE – 25 – RESEARCH AND WRITE A PLAN AS A UN STAFF MEMBER TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM OF JERUSALEM. 
Directions: Congratulations on your appointment to the World Council of the United Nations. Your first assignment is to solve one of the most complicated problems of Southwest Asia, the problem of splitting up control of Jerusalem. Don’t worry, even though the most brilliant military and political minds the world has ever known have been unable to solve this problem, your boss has full confidence that YOU will be able to achieve what others have failed to do. 


Unfortunately, you don’t have much time to create this masterpiece, nor does your boss have much ability to consume large amounts of information….so, limit your plan to two pages. Of course it must be type written in 12 font, double spaced, 1” borders and please use Times New Roman. Lastly, the appropriate sources, if any, must be listed in a bibliography at the end of the plan. Don’t use Wikipedia, you are working at the UN!
	CATEGORY
	5-0

	EXHIBITS CREATIVITY
	

	PLAN WAS TWO PAGES IN LENGTH
	

	PLAN CLEARLY AND CONCISELY OUTLINED THE ISSUE
	

	PLAN DISPLAYED APPROPRIATE LEVEL OF UNDERSTANDING OF ISSUES
	

	PLAN DISPLAYED APPROPRIATE SOLUTIONS TO THE ISSUES
	


Assignment 12: TOTAL POINT VALUE- 20- ALLOCATING OIL REVENUES-After reading chapter 23, create a list of the problems faced by people in Southwest Asia. Create a pie chart showing how you would allocate oil revenues (in percentages) to address those problems and why. Your reasons for the amount of percentage should be written next to the pie section. Be prepared to share and discuss your allocations of revenues in class.
	CATEGORY
	5-0

	EXHIBITS CREATIVITY
	

	PIE CHART REFLECTS PROBLEMS FACING REGION
	

	PERCENTAGES OF OIL REVENUE ARE CLEAR AND CONCISE
	

	JUSTIFICATIONS FOR PERCENTAGES ARE CLEAR AND CONCISE
	


Assignment 13: TOTAL POINT VALUE- 30- CREATING A TRAVEL ITINERARY AND BROCHURE-Use the internet to create a brochure and a day by day travel itinerary for a week-long trip to a country in Southwest Asia. You shouldn’t think of this trip as just a vacation, but also a journey to gain first-hand experience of some of the issues discussed in this module. For example, if you choose Iraq, in addition to visiting Baghdad, you may wish to visit the thriving Kurdish city of Sulaymaniyah in northern Iraq.  List the places you will visit, the sites and people you hope to see, your means of transportation, and other details you think are important.

	CATEGORY
	5-0

	EXHIBITS CREATIVITY
	

	DEMONSTRATES APPROPRIATE LEVEL OF ARTISTIC SKILL
	

	BROCHURE AND ITINERARY IS NEAT AND PROFESSIONALLY DONE
	

	PLACES ARE LISTED ON ITINERARY WITH SITES AND PEOPLE TO SEE
	

	MEANS OF TRANSPORTATION BETWEEN SITES ARE LISTED
	

	STUDENT USED OTHER DETAILS OTHER THAN THOSE LISTED
	


Assignment 14: TOTAL POINT VALUE- 20-CROSSWORD PUZZLE- Create a crossword puzzle using all of the terms within the module. Make sure the clues correspond to the correct word in the puzzle. 

	CATEGORY
	5-0

	PUZZLE NEAT AND PROFESSIONALLY DONE
	

	EXHIBITS CREATIVITY
	

	CLUES CORRESPOND TO THE CORRECT WORD IN THE PUZZLE
	

	ALL TERMS IN MODULE USED IN THE PUZZLE
	


