MODULE 2: OIL, CONFLICTS AND ECONOMICS
National Geographic Standards: 1.1, 2.1, 4.2, 5.1, 6.1-3, 7.2-3, 9.1-2, 10.1-2, 11.2, 13.1-3, 14.1-2, 15.2, 16.1-3, 17.2-3, 18.3
Oklahoma Geographic Pass skills: 2:1, 2;2, 6:1-3

Resources: Text, chapters 21, 22, 23

INTEGRATED TECHNOLOGIES:

Power Presentations: 

● Enhanced multimedia, World Geography by McDougal Littell.

● Interactive Review Game, McDougal Littell.
Video: The Voyageur Experience in World Geography, “Oil and Water”

Internet: classzone.com, for various assignments.
Outline Maps: pg’s. 4, 68

Module Outline:
1. Physical geography of Southwest Asia to include the harsh and arid lands of the region, its vast reserves of oil and challenges or opportunities to the people that live there.

2. Human geography of Southwest Asia to include religions and ethnic groups of the region and its history.
3. Current day issues of the region that center upon oil.

4. Case Study: Sharing Jerusalem.

5. Case Study: Water in the region.

Essential Questions:

1. Should the United States be involved with this area? To what extent?
2. Does the United States have a workable plan to secure oil from this region?

3. What is so important about the region that countries want to control the area?

4. How does the geography of the area affected the population and the politics of the area?

5. How have differences in religion affected human geography of the area?
6. How can the different religions of the area compromise?

7. Why don’t the Kurds have a homeland? 536
8. Why must nations stop depending solely on oil wealth? 536
9. Was the creation of Israel justified? Doesn’t Palestine have the same right to exist as a nation?

10. Can oil change the political climate of the region in a positive way?

Essential Understandings:

1. The Southwest Asian landforms have had a major impact on movement in the region.

2. The most valuable resources in Southwest Asia are oil and water.

3. Most of Southwest Asia has a very arid climate, making travel difficult and making irrigation critical to growing crops in the region. 

4. While water is critical to regional survival and economic development, the discovery of oil increased the global economic importance and political power of Southwest Asia. 

5. The Arabian Peninsula is heavily influenced by the religious principles of Islam.

6. There is a great deal of political and religious tensions in the area.

7. The nations of this region range from developed to very poorly developed.

8. Oil wealth has brought political and economic changes to this region. 
Vocabulary to know by explaining the term and telling its significance:

Golan Heights, wadi, Tigris River, Euphrates River, Jordan River, Dead Sea, Rub al-Khali, oasis, salt flat, drip irrigation, desalinization, fossil water, crude oil, refinery, Mecca, Islam, Muhammad, mosque, theocratic, OPEC, Western Wall, Dome of the Rock, Zionism, Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), Kurds, Mesopotamia, Sunni, Shi’ite, Taliban, guest workers, stateless nation, Palestinians, West Bank, Gaza Strip, strategic commodity, human resources
Students should know (content objectives)

Chapter 21

Section 1

1. What are two of the major peninsulas in Southwest Asia?

2. What river serves as a boundary between Israel and Jordan?

3. Why do so many countries, including the U.S., depend on Southwest Asia?

4. What is another vital resource in much of Southwest Asia?

5. How might the area around the Dead Sea contribute to the region’s economy?

Section 2

1. How much precipitation do most areas of Southwest Asia receive annually?

2. What characterizes much of the region’s terrain?

3. What are two types of deserts found in Southwest Asia?

4. What are four of Southwest Asia’s most important sand deserts?

5. How are salt flats formed?

6. What kind of vegetation might one find in the semiarid regions of Southwest Asia?

7. What kind of animals might be found grazing on land in the semiarid zones of Turkey?

8. What U.S. state has a climate similar to Turkey’s?

9. What sorts of crops are suited to a Mediterranean climate?

10. What countries have taken advantage of the agricultural benefits of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers?

Section 3

1. What is the most critical resource in Southwest Asia?

2. Why might the distribution and use of water in Southwest Asia cause political disputes?

3. What are some modern methods for water development and use?

4. When and why did the demand for petroleum explode?

5. What is the difference between crude oil and refined oil?

6. Why might transporting oil be risky?

Chapter 22

Section 1

1. What is Islam?

2. How did Islam help to unite the region culturally?

3. What type of governments predominated in lands controlled by Muslims?

4. How did World War 1 affect the region?

5. Who rules Saudi Arabia?

6. Why might leaders on the Arabian Peninsula be concerned about changes in the price of oil?

7. When and why was OPEC created?

8. How do changing modes of transportation reflect the rapid modernization taking place on the Arabian Peninsula?

9. How has the demography of Southwest Asia changed since the 1960’s?

10. What spritual tradition do Muslims observe during the month of Ramadan?

Section 2

1. Which three monotheistic religions were founded in Southwest Asia?

2. Why is Jerusalem important to all three groups?

3. What two sites in Jerusalem have prompted clashes between Jews and Muslims?

4. For how long did the Muslim government of the Ottoman Empire rule the Eastern Mediterranean?

5. What nations divided the region after WW I, and what areas did each control?

6. When did these present-day countries come into existence, and which has been the focus of much controversy?

7. What change in the Eastern Mediterranean’s population geography has put a strain on regional economies?

8. What are other obstacles to regional economic development?

9. Why might the economic potential of the subregion’s nations be promising?

10. What kind of food itmes might you find at an Eastern Mediterranean meal?

11. What cultural group forms the majority of people in the Eastern Mediterranean?

12. What are some of the larger religious groups in Lebanon?

Section 3

1. What is Mesopotamia?

2. What are the two main branches of Islam?

3. Why are the Kurds considered a stateless nation?

4. Why does Iran have such a large refugee population?

5. How have oil resources fueled clashes over land?

6. Why did the United States take military action against Afghanistan and Iraq?

7. What is the Taliban?

8. What happened to the leaders of Afghanistan and Iraq?

9. Which nations in the Northeast are making progress in modernizing their economies?

10. Why has the European Union been reluctant to accept Turkey as a member?

11. What is a major obstacle to economic reform in most of the region’s nations? 

12. What is an important cultural division in societies in the Northeast?

13. Why have conflicts arisen between fundamentalist Muslim groups and the governments of Turkey, Iran, and Iraq?

Chapter 23

Section 1

1. Why did so many foreign workers come to Southwest Asia?

2. What kind of positions do guest workers in Southwest Asia fill?

3. What kinds of problems might the use of guest workers cause?

4. What groups in Southwest Asia are stateless nations?

5. What lands did Allies intend for the Kurds after World War I?

6. Who are the Palensinians?

Section 2

1. What is a strategic commodity?

2. What portion of the world’s proven oil deposits are located in Southwest Asia?

3. Why is it difficult for Southwest Asian countries to plan how much revenue oil will bring in?

4. What are three ways in which Southwest Asian nations can use oil revenues to promote economic growth?

5. What non-oil resources can nations in the region develop?

6. Why might it be difficult for women to receive an education in some parts of the region?

Students should be able to (skill base)
1. Produce and interpret maps and other graphic representations to solve geographic problems.

2. Use maps and other geographic representations to analyze world events and suggest solutions to world problems.

3. How to use mental maps of physical and human features of the world to answer complex geographic questions.

4. Use maps drawn from memory to answer geographic questions.

5. Explain place from a variety of points of view.

6. Explain how social, cultural, as well as economic processes shape the features of places.

7. List and explain the changing criteria that can be used to define a region.

8. Use regions to analyze geographic issues and answer geographic questions.

9. Explain why places and regions are important to individual human identity and as symbols for unifying or fragmenting society.
10. Analyze the ways in which people’s changing views of places and regions reflect cultural change.

11. Predict trends in the spatial distribution of population on Earth.

12. Analyze population issues and propose policies to address such issues.

13. Explain the economic, political, and social factors that contribute to human migration.

14. Evaluate the impact of human migration on physical and human systems.

15. Compare the role that culture plays in incidents of cooperation and conflict in the present-day world.

16. Analyze and evaluate international economic issues from a spatial point of view.

17. Explain how external forces can conflict economically and politically with internal interests in a region. 

18. Evaluate the ways in which technology has expanded the human capability to modify the physical envirnoment.

19. Analyze a variety of contempory issues in terms of Earth’s physical and human systems.

20. Extend geographic vocabulary.
Learning Activities:
● Read and discuss the text.

● Introduce Essential Questions during discussion of the issues of the text.

● Pretest: Physical geography of the area, page 479 of text and student booklet.

● Research and write a plan as a UN staff member to solve the problem of Jerusalem.
● Interactive Review Game from Power Presentations

● In a group of three, create a crossword puzzle of the terms from the module, then solve another groups puzzle. TE 473c.
● Venn Diagram
● Create a chart showing the oil producing countries of the world and comparing total oil reserves of each country. TE 501.

● Chart and graph water data of the area with a spreadsheet program. 

● Critical Thinking: Making Decisions Matrix, TE 506.

● Cooperative Learning: Exploring Eastern Mediterranean Cuisine. Create an in-depth recipe booklet with a group. TE 514.

● Create a timeline of the Iranian Revolution of 1978-79. TE 518.

● Allocating Oil Revenues: Create a pie chart showing students’ idea of how a Southwestern Asia government should spend money. TE 523c. 

● Opposing viewpoints, TE 523d.

● Create a week long travel itinerary to a country in Southwest Asia. TE 526. 

● Debate the Arab-Israeli conflict. TE 533. 

Assessment Evidence

Performance Tasks: 

● Use a mental map to creatively draw the major oil producing countries of this region with corresponding water bodies, ports and urban centers. Construct a legend to denote landforms and vegetation growth.

● Correctly identify the countries, surrounding water bodies and major cities of the region.

● Three quizzes on different sections throughout the module.

● Formal assessment: Module test. 
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